News Release
Mitsubishi Electric joins forces with CSULB students to
provide solar energy to local family in need
GRID Alternatives Greater Los Angeles leads volunteer team to install
solar power system in Long Beach home
CYPRESS, Calif. –November 24, 2014 – Employee volunteers from Mitsubishi Electric’s Cypress,
California headquarters and students from California State University Long Beach’s Disabled Student
Services donated their time last week to install a solar electric system on the roof of a Long Beach home.
GRID Alternatives Greater Los Angeles, a non-profit organization that works with volunteers to install
solar electric systems for low-income families, led the installation.
Mitsubishi Electric US, Inc., a manufacturer of solar modules and other premier electronics, sponsored
the installation of the bundled solar electric system, incorporating equipment donated by Mitsubishi
Electric, Solectria Renewables and Orion Solar Racking. The system is expected to produce 97,604 kWh,
which will provide the homeowner with substantial savings over the 30-year life of the system. The
clean power generated by the system is expected to prevent more than 46 tons of greenhouse gas
emissions, equivalent to the emissions that would come from burning more than 44,000 pounds of coal
or consuming 4,600 gallons of gasoline.
“This is a shining example of corporate,
public and charitable collaboration to
contribute to our community,” said Gina
Heng, vice president and general
manager of Mitsubishi Electric’s
Photovoltaic Division. “The installation
was made possible through the
generosity of Solectria Renewables and
Orion Solar Racking, the leadership of
GRID Alternatives Greater Los Angeles,
and, of course, the CSLUB students and
our employee volunteers.”
Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation offered financial support, with a grant to GRID Alternatives
Greater Los Angeles, to provide hands-on training and education in renewable energy for the student
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volunteers. The foundation’s mission is to empower youth with disabilities to lead productive lives
through increased employment.
“Our company-sponsored solar installation with GRID Alternatives offers a great opportunity to carry
out our mission to help youth with disabilities maximize their potential and participation in society,” said
Kevin Webb, director of the Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation. “We’re proud and humbled to offer
these students the occasion to provide service to their community.”
Ms. Heng said she was impressed with the students’ high level of interest in solar technology. “The
students, many of whom are engineering majors, are very knowledgeable about solar modules and
systems. I’m confident that this real-world experience will contribute to their excitement about careers
in sustainable energy.”
One of the students summed up the experience. “This volunteer project helped me to understand the
impact of solar energy for homeowners, beyond its impact on the environment. Working on this
installation with Mitsubishi Electric and GRID Alternatives has inspired me to explore career
opportunities in renewable energy,” stated Will Reese. “It also made my fellow students and me feel
good to help this family lower its energy bills for years to come.”
“I want to thank all the volunteers and companies that worked together to donate this solar electric
system to our family,” said homeowner Lee Fukui. His wife Mauna Eichner, added, “The cost savings will
help to stretch our monthly income. I’m also happy that we’re switching to clean energy.”
About Mitsubishi Electric US, Inc.’s Photovoltaic Division
Mitsubishi Electric designs, engineers and manufactures high quality solar panels to deliver clean,
reliable energy to its customers throughout the world. With more than 90 years of electronics
manufacturing expertise and 40 years’ experience as a manufacturer of solar power technology,
Mitsubishi Electric is one of the most established solar providers in the industry. Residential, commercial,
and government customers can count on the company’s 25-year limited warranty to optimize their
return on investment. Additional information is available at www.MitsubishiElectricSolar.com or by
calling 714.220.2500.
About the Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation
The Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation was established in 1991 by Mitsubishi Electric Corporation
of Japan and the Mitsubishi Electric US group companies, which manufacture, market and distribute a
wide range of consumer, industrial, commercial and professional electrical and electronic products.
Based in the Washington D.C. area, the Foundation has contributed more than $11 million to
organizations that are empowering young people with disabilities to lead productive lives. Additional
information is available at http://www.meaf.org/.

About CSULB Disabled Student Services
The office of Disabled Student Services is a student support program within the Division of Student
Services. Its mission is to assist students with disabilities as they secure their university degrees at

California State University, Long Beach. The program provides services to more than 1,300 students each
semester. More than 3,000 students with disabilities have graduated from California State University,
Long Beach with support from this program. Additional information can be found at
http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/students/dss/
GRID Alternatives Greater Los Angeles is a non-profit organization that makes renewable energy
technology and job training accessible to low-income communities. We bring together community
partners, volunteers and job trainees to implement solar power and energy efficiency for low-income
families, providing energy cost savings, valuable hands-on experience, and a source of clean, local
energy that benefits us all. Additional information can be found at www.gridalternatives.org/gla/
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